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The ADVANTAGES 0 
OY 


MANUFACTORIES 


To this K I N G6 D O M, 
But more particilarly of CLOATH. 


Obje&ions againſt it anſwered, with an Account of the preſeng 


State of that at New-milns, and of the Rules and Methods 
obſerved in the managing thereof; 


With an Offer of Conditions to fach as will ' zoyn therein, 


OW great inclinations our Kings haye had eyer 
ſince the year x58x.coencourage Manufactories in 
this Kingdom , may appear by the ſeveral Acts of 
Parliament, and Council , ſince that time; ſome. 
whereof are narrated in the 4oth Actof the firſt 

> DJD-___ Parliament Secfſ. x. Char/es IT. And'inno Age 
did thezeal of the Nation appear more: for erefting of Manufa- 
Rories and Societies, than ſince his Mijeſties happic Reſtauration: 
Asis evident by the foreſaid 4oth and the 42.43. 45.4647. and 
48. Acts of that Seſſion of his Mape#tres firſt Parl.and by the 2oth 
Ac of thethird Sefl. of the ſame Parl. In which not only many 
conſiderable Encouragements are given , both to Natives and Fo- 
raigners, for making of Cloath, Stuffs, Storkings , Soap , to So- 
cicties for Fiſhings , &c. bur alſo conſiderable Pr:iw1leges 
and Immunities granted tothem; and Prohibitions made againſt\g, 
A 2 Ex- 


E Y F*port and Import, which wight be prejudicial to fuch Under- 
takings , ard'many fumptuary Laws eftabliſhed. Bur the et- 
ſeciual,and ſerious proſecution eftheſe former Laws,was reſerved 
for the years of his ROYAL HIG HNES'S Commiſſion, who not 
oply procured that Act for encouragingTrade and Manuſatidries 
robe paſſed in the 3. Parl. cf Char. the TI. and 12 Acthereof, 
{which has hitherto been more-effectually obſerved than any 
formerAcs of that nature, )butalſo His ROYAL HIGHNES'S 
own,and hisFamilie'sExample,inobſerving the ſumptuary Laws, 
his Encouragements , his frequent Commonings, and Diſcourſes 
with ſuch,as he underſtood to be inclined to the promoting ofMa- 
nufaRories , did perſwade ſeyeral Perſons , ſeriouſly , to goabout 

the eretting Manufactoriesof //oollen-cloath. | 
We need not inſift upon the Adyantages arifing to a Nation from 
Manufactories. Itis generallyknown, that thoſe Nations where 
they flouriſh moſt , are proportionally to their Territories, the 
richeſt & moſt potent: and where ManufaRories are moſt deſpiſed 
& neglected, theſe, notwithſtandingof the great advanrape ofy-" 
ge Territories,and ua7iue Produft arenoventheleſſe nhth ind for 
in Riches, Splendor, and Power. Nor can it be otherwile ; orafithe 
Riches; and outward Happineſsof aKingdom, or State, conſiſt 1n 
the having plenty and aboundanceof all things, neceflary forthe 
confor table Subfiſtance of allitsInhabitants;.even of the loweft 
S$&meaneſt Quality; thengsit Manufactoriesthatcontribute chie- 
fie rothe ſame.. Theſe make alitk: Spot of ground, v1.2. Holland; 
jo preater.than the Lozhiars, mantain many Millions richlie , and 
plendtully. Theſe, ifonce they were eftabliſhed here, would make 
every TeEnent and Coatter, (who-ar under Noblemen, and Gentle- 
met), )their Wives, Servants,and Childeen,who formerly were nov 
adleto pay their Rents, and get buta miſerable mantainance; live 
confortably, ard by their Handiwork, pay their Rents, pleaſantly, 
and punctuallie. 'Thefe would ſiongiian this Kingdom, not only 
by increaſing the Riches thereof, but the number o its _— 
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And theſe i\yould:not ouly prevent the exporting of many thou-" 
ſand Pounds ſterl.out of this Kingdom: butin a litle time, rhe Ex- 
port of Goods would notonly enrich the private Merchants, Ex- 
portcrs; but the Kingdom itſelf,and cauſe in it plentie of Money. 
Andbeing by his ROY AL HIGHNESS, upon theſe conſidera” 
tions, invited & encouraged to enter ourſelyes in a Companieand 
Socictie of Cloathicrs, warranted by the Laws of the Kingdom; 
that due Honour may be returned to his ROY AL HIGHNESS, 
who did firſtſet us awork,& tothe Lords of his Majeſtre's Privie- 
Council, who have been very cateful:to encourage us, by pre- 
ferving, and makingetfteRualto us, the Privileges and Immunities 
granted to ManufaQories, by the Laws of the Kingdom , and par- 
ticularly thoſe againſt che Import of foraign Cloath : and that 
others, by our cxample,,may be incited & ſtirred up, either to joyn 
with us, orſct up particular ManufaRories of their own; anc 
that the Nation, in general,may be encouraged to the proſecution 
of ſuch Manufactories,as theirdnclination;and proſpect of Advan- 
tage ſhall determinecheta in ; and that Poſterity may reap bene- 
fit and profit by ourexample; we coneeived itour Dutey, . tn 
grateiul{ acknowledgment of our” Obligation-to his ROYAL 
HIGHNESS, «0 pive this Account ef 9ur Ufdertaking , and our 
Succeſle therein hitherto. © Ree he NS 
TheWoollen-MantfaRories areof very preat and univerſal uſe 
and conſumprion all the Wotld over; and the'F/enings who 
Hrſt,broughtthemto perfeRtion in Eirope;, had truely that Gp/ 
geu-Fleece, whichhath given to the King of Sparn , in his Right 
Brabant and Flanrders, that noble and honourable Order,” 
dehgned , ratherthan his Peruvian Gold: ' And {incethe Exgifh,' 
by the infiruction of the /alloores-and Flemmgs, came to im- 
prove their-native Wooll , and toeret Woollen-ManufaRories , 
which is about 200. years ago; they haye'become Maſters of 
great Riches and Force, of great Reputation and Strength at Sea, 
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_ © ablewaſſerttheir Dominion in the narrow Seas, and to ſecure 
their Trade in all parts of the known and habitable World : and to 
maintain, by that only ManufaQtory, above rooooo Perſons, and 
from the Port of Loxdon, to export yearly of broad-Cloaths, and 
=u_ woollen-Manutactries, to the yalue of above 400200 Lib. 
Sterling. 

What is made of Wooll, iscither made uſe of in the Kingdom , 
or exported: and is either made of our own Conntry'Weoll, or 
Forargn. It made uſe of within the Kingdom, and thar it be of our 
own Wooll; every Pound, ſuppoſ? of the courſeſt Wooll, which 
is 'not worth 5 d. the Pound, { reckoning 16 Ounces to the 
pound | comesto yield , when made in Fingrams ( the courſeſt of 
our Product) dy*danddreſs'd 12. the eln, and attoords a main- 
cainance to Carders , Spinners, Weavers, Dyers and Dreſſers. 
And wheras,within theſe 20.0r 24.years ſeveral thowſandPounds 
Sterl. have been exported to Eng/and yearly, and beſtowed upon 
fuch Serges, as are now ſoldfor x2 or 13 d.,the eln here, but 
then coſt 16 or 18d: the yard at Lprndmr; there is not onlynone 
imported , but manythowſand Pounds Ster]. worth, ſent yearly 
to Holland, and:Money brought here 2»/pecre torthem ©: many 
ſent tothePlantations abroad, yea many caried into England itlelt, 
by ſtealth, (whence we were formerly turnifhed,) and fold rhere to 
good profit. ' And--though this-fotr is made of the courſeſt of 
Wooll, and is almoſt the courſeſt 'of woolJen Stuffs made in the 

Kingdom .;; yet much: benefit. ;:arifes from the ſame , not only 
by ſaying the Export of ſo :much Money, formerly beftowed'on 
ſuch; but alſo by occaſioning theimporr of ſo much Money to 
the" Kingdom. ' And the benefit and adyantage will be mach 
more , when time is imployed:in making; finer Stuffs: or Serges': 
as can-be made appeas'by theqaking of that ſort of Serges cal- 
ſed Stirling Serges, where one Pound of our own Wooll, (not worth 
8 ſh. Scots the Trone-pound, )ſhall yield 2 elns of Serge or there- 
by; which when dy'd and dreſs'd in cloath Colours, is fold _ , 
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Retail with profite for ' 2.4 ſhil. the eli :- and within theſe 


eight years, were wholly imported frem. Exgland, and colt 
there, albeit not finer than this, alwayes z, ſh. -2Pence and 2ſh. 


4 Pence Sterl. the yarde. | Ye: 2, 

Andas more People are imployed in making of theſe Searges, 
requiring more time in Spinning and Weaving ; ſo when made, 
being double the yalue and price ofthe former, they do now not 
only ſave agreat Summe of Money , which was yearly exported 
and beſtowed on the like in Exg/and ,. but within thelie three 
years , good quantities have been exported to Holland, Ham- 
burgh, Spain, the Wef?-Indies, and other Places, (as can be 
made appear) and thereby Money brought into the Kingdom; and 
itis but eight orren years at-moſt, ſince any Quantities of them 
were begun to be made here. | | 
. Tens yet higherto mixt Searges, Cloath-Scarges, and 
theſe called in France Searge de Ni/mes, which canbe made of 
the ſame Wooll with the __ or not two ſhillings Scots the 
Pound dearer, and yerdo yield double or triple the price ; with- 
in theſe two years our people are come to agreat ms in 
them, in ſo much that ſeveral Pieces are made as fine, as any 
ordinarly made in France or England , whereby alſo in a ſhort 
time , a great Summe of Money formerly exported for buying 
theſe Goods, will be ſfayed and keeped in the Countrey, and 

Money gained by Export, and manyzthouſands get a Lively-hood 
Who formerly lived idle in miſery and want. , þt 
But the moſt artificial and beneficial Commodity made of 
Wool is Cloath, and the finer the Cloath be, the more Perſons 
.are imployed abour it, and the Benefite of it the greater. This Ma- 
.nufactory of Cloath enricheth England and Holland. Nay there 
are many more people imployed, and much more Profite made, 
and Money imported by this ManufaQtory alone, than by all the 
other Manufactories in Zng/andjoytied togither ; it being almoit 
Incredible what vaſt Quantities of Cloathes they make, what vaſt 
= Summes 
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Tummes of money ( beſides Goods )the Return of the Cloathes 
they yearly export to Ty, the Straits , Spain , Holland , 
Portugal, France , Hamuurgh , the Weſt-Indies, and my 
other places produce; and it is evident how immenſly beneft- 
cial itis: for wereit notſo, it had not continued ſo long among[t 
them, nor had ſuch endeavours been uſed ro monopolize 
it to their Nation, and fuch ſtrict Laws made and execute 
againſt the Importers of Cloath and Woollen-Stuffc from foraigh 
Countries into England, 

Bur alchough their example alone may fufficiently demonſtrate 
the great Profite, that may ariſe rothis Kingdom from making of 
Cloath above all other Woollen ManutaQtorics, itis evident of it 
ſelf : FOR ifthat Manufactory be moſt profitable ro any Nation 
and conſequently to this, that preyents the prearelt Export and 
occaſions the greateſt Import of Money, and which with leaſt 
expence of Money beftowed uponforaign Materials, doth im. 
ploy and give a confortableLively-hood to yaſt numbers of peo- 
ple and aftoardeth Profite toallz itismanifeſt, the Manufactory 
of Cloath hath theſe Adyamapes above all other. 

For firſt, that the making of Cloath in- the Kingdom , -would 
favethe greateſt Export of Money of any Manufactory , canbe 
demonſtrat from the Cuſtome-books, and Books of Merchants, 
and that when Cloath was imported , the value thereof was not 
only- much more than any other particular /Pecies of Goods, 
butof more value than all SilkGoods. And it Flowred Silks , 
Silver and Gold Laces, White Laces and other fuperfluous 
Goods now prohibited , be not reckoned, the -yalue of Cloath 
yearly. imported excceds all-the other Goods together : Seimp 
many thouſands uſe Cloath that make uſe of litte or no other 
foraign Goods ; and moſt of theſe make uſe of it once or twice 
ayear. | ; | 
—_ , that the Cloath-work in Scotland inProcefs of time, 
if followed and improven, may-and will-occaſton the greateſt 
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port of money,” is evident from the example'of our neighbour” 
Nation : and thateven Sco?/ad may fend abroad and ſell as cheap 


as England, ſcing the value of all Cloath conſiſts chiefly in the 
Workmanſhip, and theſe that can live cheapeſt, can work chea- 


peſt, and theſe that can work cheapeſt, can make the cheapeſt 
Cloath; and fo export and under-ſcil others : as alrcady is evi-' 


dent, we have done within theſe ten years in our Searges: and is 
neither impoſſible nor improbable tobe attained (in few years} in 
Cloath. Forit atiy ſhould haveaffirmed ten or twelve years ago, 
that Scotland ſhould have exported Searges and underfold En- 


gland; orany have affirmed 200 years ago . that Eng/andſhould: 


have exported and underſold F/arders and Huland for Cloath 
and: Searges, it would haye beea-thought as improbable it nor 
more. | -' of £ IG 


For the third and laſt Branch: proving its advantages, That 


upon ſmall expences of mgney beſtowed upon foraigne Mate- 


rjals, it will imploy, and give a confortable Lively-hood to vaſt- 
numbers of people and affoord profit to all, appeareth thus. 


If the very beſt fuperfine Spar Cloarh that can be made, re- 


quire a very ſmall Summe of money to be beftawed upon 'toraign 
Materials , and will affoord aLively-hood and profite ro many. 
people; then the cheapeſt Cloath which' can be made. wholly of. 
our own Wool, andihe-midle Cloath, nay all below the ſuper-:; 


fine, which require buta mixture of feraign Weol, will require 


farleſs export of money outof the Kingdom; and aftoord.a Live-» 
ly-hood ro many. Bur ſo it is thar the beſt ſupertine Spanſh 


Cloath when dreſſed, weyghs but one Pound two Ounces or one 


Pound four ounccs at molt per EI], and doth nor require of Spa-: 
iſh Wool undreſſed , ſcribled or waſhed, two pounds anda halt,. 


which doth ſtand uſually twenty four ſhilling Scots the pound, -is 
five ſhillings Sterling; andthere is not any other foraign Materials 
made uſe ofintheſebur Oyl and Dyeing-ſtuff; -which ro a yard 
ot Cloath' will extend tg three 1Þill Scors or four at moſt: _— 
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for the beſt Cloarh that can be made , for which we pay r-, 
x8. or 19 hill. Sterl. per yarde abroad , there is no more 
money exported for making it than five ſhil. and four pence , 
the reſt, being twelve ſhillings Sterling per Ell remains in the 
Countrey : andin midle Cloath, the charge of money for fo- 
raign Materials will not be two ſhillings ſix Pence Sterling the El]: 
in the courſeſt , nothing but for Dying-ſtuffe and Oyle which 
-vill not be above four Pence. 

Thenixt thing to be proven,is the vaſt number of poor people, 
anc others imployed in this Work , and the profit ariſing to 
each; which is evident, ſeing we have already 726 imployed, 
who have daylie wages, and ſtill in the way of grouth. 

Nor doth this Manufactory furniſh adyantage only to the im- 
mediat Servants of this Implay , but itgiveth profit ro Wrights , 
Reed-makers, Card-makers,. Dyers, and others : for to the 
Manufactory of Card-makers alone , we have pay'd the laſt 
year fifty Pounds Sterling , beſides what we have had from 
abroad. 

Conſidering then, that the ereting , following and impro- 
ving of Manutactories for Cloath in this Kingdom , would fave 
the export of much money , and may inſome few years occaſion 
the import of more; and that a ſmall Summe of money will fur- 
niſh all foraign Materials neceſſary thereunto, and that it would 
givea confortable living and maintainance roſuch a.yaſt number 
of people, and profit to them : It is hoped that all ingenious 
Spirits and Well- wiſhers to the Countrey and to the poor and the 
publick good , will not only obſerve the Laws made tor encourag- 
ingthereof, bur alſo promote, and contributeto erect Cloath 
Manufactories themſelves. 

Bur ſome obje& and obtrude againſt thisour fo probable and 
profitable Endeayours, firſt, that it is a Novelty. Secondly, 
that we will never be able to make it fo good, or bring it to that 
perteRtion as it is in Eng/and. Thridly , that we will neyer make 

it 
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it ſo cheap, for what is now ſold is extravagantly dear, Fourth- < 
ly, that we will never be able to furniſh the Countrey. Fifthly , 
that in the mean time people cannot get Cloath. Sixthly, thar 
ir canneyer be hindred to be imported, and that the Laws againſt 
its import will nor be put to Execution. 

To the firſt, if Novelty be a good Argument againſt agood 
and profitable work, then there muſt be no Reformation from 
lazienes and ignorance , no new invention of , nor improve- 
ment of Arts and Sciehces. 

Secondly, it cannot be imagined, what ſhould or can hinder 
our coming to perfection in making of Cloath, except the pri- 
vat ane of | a { whoſe ſubſiſtence hitherto in a great mea- 
ſure depended upon the vending of foraign Cloath_) obſtruct or 
retardit ; who by their diſcourſes diſcourage people to make or 
undertake, and bring malfcious Reports upon any that is made 
here, and by ſtealth bring in foraign Cloath to hinder the ſale of 
what we make. For, it cannotbe deny'd, but the capacities and 
ingine of our people , art as goodas theſe of any other Nation ; 
and what ever Trade or Science we have apply'd our mindesto, 
we have been as eminentin the knowledge and practice of it, 
as the generality of any other Nation : and perfeGion in any 
Science of Art is not attained ſuddenly; time and practice bring 
men to perfection in Arts , eyen frequently the moſt dull for 
Sciences, will by time and practice become perfect in Trade - 
and this isnot ſodifficult, but rhar in two years praftice, our 
common people are come to a confiderable pertection, fo that 
already they make ſome Cloath that would coſt 16 ſhill.Sterl. the 
ell in England , Andare now upon making the fineſt Kinds; And 
people muſt be brought to perteRion by degrees - for the Spin- 
ners who receaved the former year 5 d.receave now 9 d.and 12. d., 
and Weavers who receaved the laſt year but 30, have now 45 
and 50 ſhillings Sterl. the piece, by reaſon of the improvement 
_ of both. Sothatto aflirme we ſhall never come to pertetion, 
> Ou as 
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* 2s it is a maficious and unjuſt refleRion againſtour Countrey, 


-ithoutany ground, unworthy of any Country-manto affirme, 
Experience hath in all other Arts, andalitle time will even in 
is demonſtrar its falſhood. 15 
Tothe Third, that we will never be able to make ſo cheap as 

1 England, and that what Cloath is now ſold, is extravagantly 
2ar; itis anſw2red, rhat albeir in the beginning the Undertakers 


| wſtbeatagreat Expence to ſct up , pay great Sallaries, Fees and 
 Vages for —_— people to work : (Our Country people 


King very backward to any new thing or ſtrange, and nor eaſilie 


 .cawn from their old way of living, though the new be more 
© onfortable and better) yet beyond all doubr, where the price and 
_ 2alue of any Commodity conſiſt inthe Workmanſhip, and not in 


he Marerialls of which it is made, {as all Cloath doth, as is made 


- wident before) then where. it can be. cheapeſt made, it can be 
- ;heapeſt fold, and where they who make it, can live and mantain 
© hemſelves cheapeſt ,* they can make it cheapeſt - and in tew Na- 
' ons of the World can work-people live cheaper, nor do any live 
' 2 cheapasinthis, And ſo beyond all peradventure, we may be 
' ible roſell not only as cheap;, bur inathorter time cheaper than 

any other Nation: and the Undertakers at 'New-mlnes doubt 


not but in two years more, to be able to ſell as cheap as any for- 
merly made in/*g/and. But whenall Prericices,and work-people 


* now [earning and working there, ſhall come rodiſperſe them- 
| felves through che Country, and work by themſelves, and the 
' knowledge of it become more general ; "Theſe doing then for 


themſelves, will certainly work cheaper than any publ:ck work 


*can,' and will be undoubtedly able to ſell cheaper than our Nigh- 
" bours. And as to. the difadyanrage the Country hath by the Ke- 
' ſtraint, That whar Cloath is ſold, is extrayagantly dear, and the 
| Liedges exacted upon : We anſwer, that this Complainr- is either 


made of-joraign Cloath' imported through ſtealth, or of the 
Cloath made in the Kingdom. For the dearth of foraign Cloath , 


rt). Or 
although wecjuſtifie notthe Exactors, - yet tothe Buyers it is bur ? 
too ſmail a puniſhment, for ſuch whoſe Prodigality, Pride or va: 
nitie, will prompt them to thwart and crofs fo publick and Nati. 
onall a Good, and by their Practice encouragethe breach of.che 
publick Law+; Andas the Tempter is more guiltic than the tempr 
ted; So thoſe who knowingly and willingly buy foraign Cloath, 
arc the only Occaſion ot the breach of the Law , and difcouragers 
of the publick Good: and alitle of that now ſpent upon Extrava- 
gancics, and which they pay beyond the worth ot toraign 
Cloath, would ( it rightly imployed FE ears bring the Nation 
toa perfection, to make as good as what they pay too dearly for. 
Bur for the extravagant-dearth of whar Cloatlr is nrade in this 
Kingdom, Ir is a malicious < alumnie, raiſed by theſe , v hoſe 
private Advantage is croſſed by the Law, who like Demetrius 
will rather raiſe the Ciry in an Uproar, than be diſappoynted of 
their gain, and who make ir their buſlineſs to cruſhir, and their 
ordinary Talk to declaim againſt it ; though the difference 
betwixt Cloath madein *- anutactory and fold in Retaile by Mer- 
chants be very litle, if any thing more than what the ſame ſort 
of Cloath was ſold for betore, as can be- made appear. Yet 
in a few years', we will undertake to .fe:} 'it cheaper than 
ever it was fold in Jcot/and. And. although as has been 
aid, it may be ſold hereatiter as cheap and cheaper than in 
.Exglarid, yetit cannot be expected ſo.in the beginning , when we 
| have all Proviſions to make, a great Stock of money to be- 
Now upon Loomes, and all other Matcrials , great: Sallaries to 
pay to foraign Servantsto inſtruct ourown people, good Fees 
_ and wages to give to our own people to. caule-them leave their 
ſarnier.,imployments and follow this, / which ar the beginning 
they were very-averie from} with many other loſſes and inconve- 
 niences attending beginners , and the Undertakers of any new. , 
' though never ſo beneficiall imployments. Theſe things cenfi- 
dered ; as it is no wonder that it is a litke deare , oe tegns 
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of © out that inalitle time will accrew to the Kingdom _— 
and that itisevident by the former reaſons , that they will be able 
to ſell as cheap and cheaper than others hereafter; It is expected 
thar if ar preſent it ſhould be ſolda little dearer, as it is but very 
licle / if atall_) yetit may be very well diſpenſed with, ſeing the 
advantage doth accreſce to the Kingdom and notto the Under- 
fakers : Who being moſt part Merchants who formerly ſold 
foraign Cloath, cannot by their greateſt enemies to the work, be 
ſuppoſed to gaine by the 6th part ſo much upon their Stocks in the 
ManufaQorie, as they did formerly upon the Cloath which they 
imported. 
Fourthly, whereas itis pretended, That the Work at New- 
mines will never be able to turniſh the Country. Ir is anſwered, 
that ic is moſt true, That the Work i. New-mzilres cannot for 
preſent furniſh the Country, yet to that length they are come in 
twoyears, That from two Looms ſer up*in Ottober, 168r. 
They have now _— fiveat work for Cloath , and two for 
Searges, and have ordered Ten imore to be ſer up for Cloath; 
and will undertake to make of courſe,” midle , fine and ſuper- 
fine Cloaths eight pieco every Week of the year, each peace 
containing 27, 2.8, or 29 Ells of dreſſed Cloath, will amount to 
above 12000 Ells in the: year, and ſome few more ſuch, with 
privat induſtry would furniſh the Kingdom. Nor was it ever in- 
tended by the Undertakers to ſerve the whole Kingdom , bur 
principally to be a good Exatnple to others in ſo good and profit- 
able a Work to the Nation. - And the Act of Parliament and Act 
of Council intended not the benefite of publit Lawes, and Re- 
triction upon foraign Cloath, for the advantageot any one Ma- 
nufactory ; but to encourage the upſetting of many. And it is 
exccedinply to be regrated as a diſgrace to our Nation, That fo 
p2 Encouragement pn go , ſo few publick Spirits ſhould 
| befound to promoteſſo good a Work, which would proveſo 
beneficial ro the Kingdom and themſelyes. | 
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Andifaſterſo co the adyantages of Ma-: 
nufactories in general, and of woollen-Manufactories in parti- 
cular, eſpecially theſe for Cloath, there ſhould be none found 
to contribute to promote and adyance the ſame. Yetitis hum- 
bly conceaved, that if his Sacred Majeſty, Royal Highneſs, and 
Public Miniſters under them, will {from the ſame principle of 
goodneſs and love to this Kingdoms advantage, which prompted. 
them to encourage rhe erecting of Manufactories , and to the 
making of ſuch Lawes for their advantage) countenance the 
vigorous and punctual Execution of the Laws made, and not 
ſuffer tranſgreſſors to paſſe unpuniſhed, nor the Lawes by not 
obſervance to paſſe in deſwerude : but on the contrary by their 
own wearing and Example ſtrengthen them. And when Perſons 
privatintreſt, pride and curioſity ſhall find and invent new Me- 
thods to eyade the force of the Law, and fruſtrat the good deſign; 
and end thereof, that they will by additional new Laws and vi- 
gorous execution of the old, diſcourage and puniſh ſuch ſelfiſh. 
Perſones and Obſtructors of a National Good - It his Sacred Ma- 
jeſty , Royal Highneſs, and Publick Miniſters ſhall continue this 
their goodneſs fo ſeven Years , (as we have no reaſon to doubt 
their continuance of them for eyer.) Itis not to be doubted, but 
even in that time there will be' fo many. Perſons of all Ranks, by 
practice and teaching acquainted with all the ſeveral parts ofthe 
Imploy, and ſo many Prentices paſt their time and perfected ; 
who will ſet up for themſelyes ; that in few years this Manufacto- 
ry alone, and theſe inſtructed by it, will be able to furniſh the 
ay 4 although it be wiſhed for, and hoped that others will 
by ſuch reaſons and Example, be incited to erect others of the 

fame Kind, and ſo prevent ſuch delay. | 
And Fifthly, whereas itis alledged, that in the mean time 
people generally want Cloath, and cannot be ſupplyed. We 
anſwer, thatalthough by the publict Reſtraint, ſome may want 
Cloath, and fome cannor preſently ger ſuch fine Cloath, _ 
merly 
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merly they have uſed, yet thereis not any that need want cloath- 
ing, cven of Woolen-ſtuff, Cloath or Searge, and that finer 
(alchough we want Engliſh Cloath, ) than the generality of peo- 
ple in moſt places of the world do wear. For, moſt Kingdoms of 
the Worldeven France it ſelf for Cloath eſpecially , are ſup- 
ply'd from England, and the Low-countries , And in theſe Nati- 
ons, itis only the Nobiliry , ſome of the Gentry, and chieteſt Bur- 
pgeſſes that uſeſuch; the reit being forced to content themſelves 
withas courſe cloathing and courſer , than what our Country »f- 
foords. Andintruth, it is not our fine cloathing that will either 
add to our Worth, Riches, Virtue, or Reputationin the world, 
but the imploying our. poor and commons in Manufactories 
would indeed add cxceedingly to all. How were we ſupply'd 
2.00 years apo before the making of Cloath was come toany 
perfection in Ezg/and? How was England ſupplyed when all 
foraign Cloath was ordained to be burnt, and none ſuffered to be 
imported ? Andasitisevident, that that argument would then 
have been ridiculous and impertinent, to have obſtructed fo good 
a Law for promoving ſuch a Work ; So nowſuch an argument. 
deſerves not only to be exploded ; but every perſon who tor pride 
or vanity / which this Country may-yery well difpenſc with / will 
needs uſc foraign Cloath, andſend fot a ſure of Cloathes from a- 
broad, of purpoſc. ta ſatisfie their pride, rather then uſe whar is 
madcat home; 'is;an.enemyto the poor and to his Conntry, to 
ſay no worſe: eſpecially ſeing the Country is already come to ſo 
great a length:in fo ſhorta time, and will in a licle more come toa 
greater, iſ not to anequaliength with our nighbours. : 

- 'The6thobjectionis,”Thatthe import of torraign Cloath will 
neyer be gotten full obſtructed, andrhatthe Lawes againſt Im- 
porters will never be fully execute. |... 7 
- Tothis we anſwer;let every Objector & Compleaner,conforme 
themſelyes to ſo gooda Law;& there will be few Tranſgreflors:but 

whilſt the Objectors areTranfpgreſſors & badExample to ——_ 

| wonder 
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wonder it be difficult to hinder ve. import. 

Secondly, why may not the import of Cloath from Englandto 
any Kingdom be aſwell obſtructed , as they obſtruct the import of 
this Woollen Goods trom this. 

Thirdly , if people will be ſo perverſe, and act ſo contrary to the 
intereſt of the Nation, andeſpecially of the poor init, as to con- 
travcen the Lawes by bringing in ſome litle by ſtealth ; yet it the 
Lawes be execute punctually and ſeverely againſt the greateſt or 
but the one halt of the tranſgrefſors, (which may eaſily be done) 
the paniſhment of theſe will prove ſuch a terrour ro the reſt, & their 
benefit will be ſo ſmall, / conſidering the great charges and trou- 
ble they are pur to in ſtealling, )that it is not to be doubted but they 
will be forced to give over: eſpecially Conſidering that the Ma- 
nufactorie in a very litle time, will be able to ſcll cheaper than 
they can bring it in, although they had nothing to pay but the 
dutie. 

Fourthly, as to their bold and prcſumptuous aſſertion, that 
the Laws will never be execute ; as it .is derogatory 
to that veneration we ought to have to theſe Lawes, So rhe - 
contrarie may with much more probabilitie be hoped and aſſerted: 
Scing theſe were made upon ſuch ſolide and honourable grounds 
for the Kingdomecs adyantage and wellfaire, as the ſame is de- 
monſtrat and made plain trom the foregoing reaſons and the 
proceedings of theUndertakers. And in that the firſt motion of the 
undertaking proceeded from his Royal Highneſs ; and that it was 
at his deſire this Manufactorie was erected, and that 2 4 of us have 
ventured a conſiderable part of our Stocks upon it, truſting to and 
relying upon the execution of theſe Lawes ; And have now 
brought our undertaking to a conſiderable length , His Majeſtie 
will not ſuffer ſuch good Laws to paſſe un-execute or torun in 
deſwetude, To the great loſs and diſadvantage of the Kingdom , 
to diſſappointment ot his ROYAL HIGHNES'S goodintenti- 
ons towards it and ruin of the Undertiakers, 
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It may be yet objeted, that former Works of this Nature 
were crected , as at New milnes, Azre and Boningtown , 
vw hich were all left cf and given over 

But to this we have thcſe anſwers. Firſt, That none of the 
 Undertakers of theſe works were Retailers of Cloath themſelves, 
and ſo al:hough they could make Cloarh. ſeing rhey could nor 
ſell it , they could not furniſh money to carie on their work. 
Secondly, | heir Stock was roo ſmall. Thridly , the ſame Me- 
thods were not taken that are taken in this. As for inſtance in 
the matrer of Servants, they had thei:s on dayes wages, where- 
by they were cheated and exacted upon, whereas we have Ser- 
yants upon certaintie conforme to their work , the Scriblers and 
Spinners contorme tothe Pound, and the Weavers and Dreſſers fo 
much upon theell and piece. Fourthly, all the Undertakers were 
wholly unacquainted 1n the affaire, and laſtlie they wanted rhe 

reat Encouragement of the Prohibition of foraign Cloath; 
which clearly ſhewes the great Difference betwixt theſe ereted 
then, and now: and yet that at New-mzlnes precceding 1650. 
was in a thriving condition till Dundee was ſtormed, when 
their Cloath was raken, and the troubles forced it to ceaſe. 

T here cannot be ſuggeſted any other Objection againſt Manu- 
faRories in general, or the woollen-Manufactories in parti- 
cular 

Itremains therefore, that we give account how great a length we 
have brought the Work ſet up by us at Aew-mzlnes, & upon what 
rational grounds we proceed, and by what rules we walk, that 
hjs Majeſty, Royal Highneſs,and Government may ſee , how 
ready the Undertakers are to contribute to the publick Good, and 
that the Kingdom may be convinced, both of the advantage of 
our Undertaking and Probability of its Succeſle, and that not 
only others may be incired by our Example to Contribute to the 
like, but alſo may be inſtructed, how to proceed and learn 


tom our Expcrience ,, ( a cheap and eafie way) how te 
| pro- 
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proſecute Deſignes of this Nature to the preateſt advan- 
rage. 

"When his Royal Highneſs out of a love to the Kingdoms 
advantage , did confider how many improvements this Na- 
tion could make, and how all thoſe were neglected, and the 
Country and all Ranks of people likely to be ruined , by the Mer- 
chants importing ten times more of Goods in yalue , than they 
did export, andall peopls general Protuſeneſs and Prodigality, 
whereby not only all the Money in the Kingdom was like to be 
exported in /pecze , bur that in proceſs of time a great part ofthe 
Lands of the Kingdom behooved of neceflity to become the Pro- 
pertic and Poſſeſſion of Strangers and Foraigners: becauſe Gent- 
lemen not having Money <o pay the Merchants, would be 
forced to morgage their Lands to them . and Merchants not 
having to pay Foraigners, they muſt of neceſſity for their ſecu- 
rity and Satisfaction, take a right to the Merchants morgapes ; 
and that this muſt neceſſarly have followed is evident, in 
chat the Kingdom begun to be drayn'd of all ! Money , ſo 
that the Engliſh money was not to be had under 6 or-7 
per Cent , (carle at any rate, and Exchange roſe up betwixt 
London and this place to 12 or 15 per Cent : our four Merk- 
pieces the beſt Coyn of this Kingdom were almoſt wholly ex- 
ported , and above 20000 Pounds Sterling , was exported/in 
Dollers , zz ammo 1680. His' Royal Highnes conſidering 
theſe things appointed a Committee of Trade, where himſelf pre- 
ſided, and where to prevent fo certain aruine, it was enacted, 
that all expenſive, ſuperfluous Goods ſhould be diſcharged tobe 
worn, and that all Goods made of Wookor Flax, which might 
be made in this Kingdom , as cheap as any where elſe, ſhould 
be diſcharged to be imported. 

Which Law, although a perfet-Remedie to our diſtemper, and 
Prevention of our ruine , witneſs the alteration fince, of the Ex- 


change from 12 or 15 , to 2 and 3 per Cent betwixt this and: 
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" England , and that although th: Merchants were due to Fo- 
raigners at the making of the Law vaſt Summes of Money , 
which are not yet all payed ; yet Engliſh Money which could 
not formerly be had at any rate, hath come into the Kingdom 
this year , and is now currant Money for Money : yer if no 
perſons had undertaken the crecting of ManufaQtorics, the good 
Deſign of the Law had been wholly Tuſtrae 

Wherefore his Royal Highnes was not only pleaſed to endea- 
your and procurethe making of the Law , but called ſome of us 
privatly , and with the force of reaſon , and conſideration of 
the publick good, perſwaded us (although conſiderable to our 
priyat loſſe) to contribute to the upſetting of this Cloath-Manu- 
factory, which we have made our Lafrnch ſince to proſecute. 

Whereupon having received from Sir James Standfield, 
the generous and noble offer of his Walk-mills and all his 
Office-houſes which are many great and ſpacious, And that 
not only at a ſmall rent, but which rent is not to be payed 
him , but gut of the free profit ariſing from our Stocks after 
the rent of jour money is payed to us. | 

We did \. upon the rtoth of Hay 168r. each ſub- 
ſcribe for the Summes we were to adyance. In 7uly 1681 we 
wrote fora Maſter to the Work, and fix Servants. only, who 
came here in Auguſt 1681. | | 

When he came, he altered the former Methods in this Ma- 
nufactory of paying Servants by dayes Wages , to a certaine 
price , conform to their Work ; and doth indeed Mannage all 
to the utmoſt advantage. We begun at firſt with two Loomes 
only, there after in © Harch 1s 82. eight Looms, in Offeber 
1682. 14 Loomes , and now we have 25 Loomes conſtantly 
imployed , and haye ordered the ſetting up 10 more. As we 
begun with few and proceeded to more , ſo having all People 
to inſtruct, except the Maſter and 5 or 6 Sheer-men, we be- 

gan 
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gan fo make rhe courſeſt of white Cloaths at firſt , wherein 


we continued to Of7ober 1682 ; then we turned part of our 


pcople to courſe mixt Cloath, and ſo gradually on to finer, 
and now we are upon ſuperfine Cloaths , and have brought 
the Spinners and the reſt of the Work-people that length, chat 
we hope 2painſt I/ay next to haye ſuperfine Cloaths als good 
as generally arc made in England. : 

We have entred in a mutual Contrat, whereby we have 
bound our ſelves to ſuch Rules and Methodes, as itt probabiliry 
the undertaking cannot fail , except in caſe of publick and 
univerſal Calamity. To give a full Accompt of all, would be too 
tedious; only theſe more general for in{ormation and* in- 
ſtruction. 


The whole Members are to meet four times in the year, or 


 oftner as Occaſion calls, to examine Accompts, and order 


all affairs by the plurality of voices, which the reſt bind them 
to obſerye. 

The orders at every meeting are to be ſubſcribed by the 
Preſes. Ar the —— mecting 'in © Hay they nominar five 
Perſons to be Mannagers for the ſucceeding year: whereof three 
are tobe a Quorum; who are to Mannage all affairs, conform 
ro the Rules of the Company. Which Mannagers are to meet 
once every weck atleaſt or oftneras Occafion calls: and each of 
which five Mannagers are obliged ro accept and diſcharge the ſaid 
Office or pay 20 pound Sterl. to the common Stock. Ar eyery 
new election, two of the old Mannagers are to continue , and 
three new to be choſen. OG 

Each mans intereſt in the Company is to belong to his Heirs 
and Afſigneys; it female, to the eldeſt withour diviſion ;if minors, 
one of their Tutors orCurators,only are to haye yoice in the mee- 
rings of the Company. | : 

Forthe firſt thrce years no Perfon has power to liſt any part 
of his Stock or intereſt, but what profit is 'made in thar time 
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isto be added to the common Kok , afterthree years eve 'y man 

is to have the rent of his firſt Stock put in by him, and what 
profit is'mace more for the 4th.5th,and 6th pony to be added to 
the Stock, and after that time, the general meeting ſhall deter- 
mine how much of the profit ſhall be uplifted, and that none 
ſhall have power to call for his firſt Srock without conſent of the 
general mecting or their Plurality. 

Thar all the Cloathes made in, and brought from the Manu- 
factory, ſhall be firſt brought ro the Chamber and Ware-houſe 
of the Company keept at Edinburgh , where the Quorum of 
the Mannagers is to price the ſame, adding two pence per ſhil- 
ling Sterling, upon what the Maſter of the Work declares it 
ſtandsin making; which Goods ſo priced, each Perſon is bound 
10 receave, and pay preſent money for, conform to. their lots; 
Which Cloath or Goods ſo falling to their lot , in caſe they do 
nor take out, within 14 dayes next after it comes to the Cham- 
ber, it is to be publickly rouped. And if at the Roupe, they 


ſhall be fold at leſs then itis Valued at;then the loſs is to be charged +. 


to their account to whom it did belong by lor , and they are 
not to receave any part of their Rent, profit or Stock , untill the 
loſs be payed: And if ſuch ſhares ſhall be rouped atmorethen 
- _ yalued at, the advantage is to accreice to the common 
tock. 
Our Cloathes are divided in four Prices , v:z. the firſt lot 
is at 7ſſhillings Sterl. per Ell, or under: the ſecond from 7 to 10, 
mcluſrue:; the third from 10to x 3 zcluſive, and the fourth ſort 
all aboye x ; ſhillings. 
Each Member drawes a lot for every roo Pound he 
Stocks in , which lots are recorded in the books of the Com- 
pany, andasthe Cloaths of theſe Prices comes in, he'pets in 
courſe according to his lot. | 
. At the Roup every Perſon before he Offer , conſignes _ 
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ſhillings Sterling: upon every Pound value of the Goods to he 
rouped; and if after the Roup is declared, he take not out rhe 
Goods within 24 hourcs aiter. he iorteirs his conſignation tothe: 
uſe of the Company, and the Cloath is to be rouped of new h 

And that the Work may at no rime ſtand for want of Mate- 
rials, it is appointcd that there be allwayes 6 months Provi- 
ſionor 4 atleaſt of Wool, Yairn , Dyeing-ſtuffes, Raw- 
cloaths, &c. That none of the Work-people may want Work : 
and therefore the Maſter from rime to time is to give Notice of 
what he will want, four months before to the Clerk, and the 
Clerk to the Mannagers, that it may be provided; and in caſe 
it be negleted through any of their defaults, the taulty Perſon 
is to pay the Damnage. - | 

And although we judge, it would tend more to the Kingdoms 
Advantage, that other Manufactories ſhould be erected, and 
that theſe were diffuſed in ſeveral parts of the Kingdom. And 
alchough we have been at great pains and trouble, and run ſe- 
veral hazards in the erecting , eſtabliſhing and bringing our 
ManutaGory . this length ; And have made very proficable 
Contracts, (which we might juſtly Appropriat to our ſelves ): 
yer to manifeſt our Concerne for the publick Good, we are 
willing (althoug! to rhe prejudice of our privart Intereſt) ro 
admit of any to joyn with us, who ſhall defiie rhe ſame, 
before the firſt day of March nixt, and to communicart the- 
benefites accreſcing to us upon theſe conditions. 

. Firſt. that every Perfon admirted, muſt preſently pay at 
leaſt 100 Pound Sterling with the Intereſt thereot , fince 
the reſpective times that we pay*d thefame. WY 

Secondly , that they ſubſcribe ro the ſeveral Contracts and 
Rules of the Companie, and bear their hazard of bypalt as well 
as furure loſs or gaine. X jt 

FOR our J#k-/focking Work we necd give no other De- 
mon: 
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menſtrfation of the advance of it, tho tur we offer to fur- 
niſh all the Merchants in Scotland. 11% 375ckns of all colours 
' and forts, as cheap and good as they arc bought at Lond'n; 
And upon Advertiſement to furniſh them, conform to the 
ſorts, Quantities and colours deſired. 

This Repreſentation of the ſtate and condition of the Cloath 
Manutactoric , begun to be ſet up by us within cheſe two 
years and ſome few Months, with the ſpecial Allowance of 
his <Majeftes Privie Council, we have thought fir to pu- 
bliſh, ſinccrely proteſſing and declaring, that whar is herein 
offered in relation to the ſaid Manutactory, and the probabi- 
lity of its Succeſs / the Laws made for our Encouragement 
alwayes continuing, As hithereto they have,- ro be pur in 
execution } is trueth, and what we find by Experience; and 
that we apprehend no difficulty therein, but what may ariſe 
from among our ſelves, and Py by the Merchants 
Importers: who it they would be plealcd either to enter into 
Societies by themſelves, in order whereunto, we have can- 
didly imparted our methods and Rules, toinvitethem thereto, 
and ſhall with all cheerful readineſs, when any number of 
them ſhall call ro us ,. and crave our aſſiſtance, tully impart, 
and conccal no part of what we know , or have learned by 
our practice) or joyn with us in the terms offered, and for- 
bear and deſiſt ſecretly and privatly to import foraign Cloath. 
And thart theſe of the higher Rank and Qualitie, would for an 
Example to others , punctually obſerve the Sumptuary Law, 
and make uſe of the product of what is made in the Kingdom 
only, and no other, for ſome few years; and wear Cloathes 
of our making : Which we affirm and offer to Tryal , . to be 
truely and Loyally made in Colour, fineſs, and good work, 
ſuteable to the rates. And if theſe of inferior rankes , 
who ſpend moſt of their time in the. Counuey , -would 
condeſcend for ſome few years , to make uſe of Szufs, 
Drog- 
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Droggat , Searge De Nifns, ; _ the like , (in which the 

Nation hath already arrived to a conſiderable perfection, and 
can affoord plentie )-we nothing doubt by the bleſſing of God, 
aſſiſtance of Authoritie and induſtrie, in a ſhort time to ſee the 
Nation flouriſh by that Manufactory , and not only be ſuificient- 

ly ſerved within its ſelf for irs own Conſumption; bur able ro _ 

export with advantage , and keep a great many poor at work, 
And thereby keep and preſerve a conſiderable ſtock of money 
in the Kingdom, which went our for importing Cloath, and 
. to bring in Money, by what we ſhall export. 

And being aſſured , that this Nation affoords many Noble- 
men, Geatlemen and Merchants of publict Spirits: and that for 
the Manufattory of woollen-Cloaths and Stuffs, There are 
many places .in; the Kingdom, yery proper and convenient: 
Particularly t own 4 Aire; where houſes, Milnes and 
other conveniences are already built ; and £berdeen, about 
which place, rhe Commons are verie ingenious, and can live 
yery cheap. And conſidering what advantage may ariſe to the 
Kingdom, by Linning Manufacories, no Nation Spinning ber- 
ter and cheaper, We do earneſtly intreat all who love the Ho- 
nour, proſperitie and wealth of the Kingdom , cordially and 
ſpecdily ro ſet abour the erecting of Manufactories for Cloath, 

4 Stuffs, Linnen & others. And we who have already begun,expect 
all Encouragments trom the Merchants Retailers ; And that 
the ſmall profit and intereſt of a prohibit Trade , mannaged 
with the great hazard of diſcovery, will not preyail with them 
againſt the Good of their Nation , and their own particular 
Advantage , if duelie Conſidered : efpecially where we chear- 
fullie ofter to them a ſhare and intereſt in our Manufactory 
in the terms aboye repreſented. 
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